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BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING

WRITING BEFORE
THEY CAN "WRITE' f *)

PROMPT OR NO i
PROMPT IS THE Q. -

@FIRST 10 DAYS OF ‘?
WRITING LESSONS
1
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BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
J WRITING BEFORE THEY CAN "WRITE’

d Writing in The younger
grades is TOUGH
d Can easily be lost amongst

The important subjects
4 Has opportunities for GREAT
rewards

 Requires perseverance from
YOU and your STUDENTS




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
J WRITING BEFORE THEY CAN "WRITE"

J What does the ‘research” say
vs. what I (and you) *know”

d Always go with *feacher

knows best” BUT be open-

minded To Try new
approaches (Like T didl)

4 Wwafch videos, ask 1o observe,
pick The brains of ofher
feachers, ask the students
Their Thoughts, Too




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING

(] WRITING BEFORE THEY CAN “WRITE’

J Katie Wood Ray- Teaching “out
of illustrations” vs “info

llustrations”
4 Teaching info illustrations

isn't a Tfime for just drawing-
iT is infentiondl ie. ilustrating
steps (procedurdl writing).

4 lllustrations lead 1o
composers in bofth written
and oradl expression.




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
J WRITING BEFORE THEY CAN "WRITE’

4 What exactly is WRITING?

An expression Through writfen markings (picTures
letters, and words) *=sfand your grounds=

4 A feverish pace can lead fopl

students being lef T behina .
4 Students might become
frustrated with writing Time
and give up completely
d “I'm nof good at writing” or “1
can't write”



BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
J WRITING BEFORE THEY CAN "WRITE’

d Research shows that it is vitdlly
imporfant To dlow fime for students
fo work on their ilustrafions. One of
the greatest supporters for a
connection of lllustrations as a fype §

of wrifing is Katie Wood Ray, “1f
teachers are wiling To make @
composing connection and show
children how an ilustrafor's decisions

about pictures are alof like a
wrifer's decisions about words, she
forms a bridge of undersfanding
that nurfures children as both
llustrators and writers.”




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
J WRITING BEFORE THEY CAN "WRITE"

J Thisisn't ART class, this is
(or is it)

WRITING

dllow it To
either -- @

De quicksand
WelVS

opporfunit

les To push

onward and upward
d Current “writers™ can sfil
have sfrong illustrations but

move onfo

stories




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
J WRITING BEFORE THEY CAN "WRITE’

4 To prompt/story starfer or notf fo
1S the question

4 Opinions can dways be
/I/

supporfed so do YOU, but .

stil keep an open mind
 Rdlph Flefcher, “I'm not a big
peliever in ‘sfory starters. |
pelieve That the best ideas are
iving inside you. Your chalenge is
fo dig them out. Do The wrifing
only you can do.”




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
1 LET'S WRITE ALREADY!

d Sample/example writing
lessons for The first [0 days of

school (once routines are sef) &
d Lessons do NOT need fo be \\\

faught in This order and can be
swapped around as YOU see fif
d Lessons do NOT need fo be
faught in one setfing. Teach
across a couple of days if
needed (espedidly PreK seftings)

1 Teach the same lesson more
than ONE Time




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
MY CHALLENGE TO YOU!

4 Ingstill a head over heels
passion for writing and The
writings produced during
This Time of day

4 Allow your love for wrifing
fo shine through
d Create an environment that

s suifable for wrifing ana
being creative
4 Okay, let's gol




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING %
EI LESSON 1: ILLUSTRATORS ARE WRITERS, T00

EI
a

Material: Chak by Bil Thomson, bock confaining words, paper, and crayons
Infroduce the wrifing block. (Don't fref on explaining EVERYTHING- it will fall info place.)
Introduce the book, Chak (or wordless fext of choice) and a book containing
words (a book related to the wordless would be idedl like How Do Dinosaurs Go fo

School? Model how the wordless fext is dif ferent because it doesn't confain

words. Explain that the wordless text needed only an illustrator fo wrife if. Explain
the role of an lllustratfor,

‘Read” through the wordess fext and dlow sfudents an opportunity to assist you
in giving each page words as you ‘read".
Send studenfs back fo llusfrafe a picfure that can come fo life.
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BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING %
EI LESSON 2: MY CRAYONS CAN WRITE STORIES

Material The Day the Crayons Quit (online versions available), paper, crayons

EI Review The wrifing block and remind sfudents that ilustrators are writers, foo.

Q Infroduce the bock, The Day the Crayons Quit (or fext of choice). Read the fext
and make connections as you read about the crayons. Encourage studenfs fo
think of themselves as ilustrators and what a book would lock like if dll of the
picfures in The book were tThe same color.

Infroduce the “Crayons Work Togefher™ poster.

Model a sfory" for the studenfs by ilustrating a picfure using several colors.
Send sfudents back to ilustrafe a picture/story using several colors.




Crc3o0ns

work together
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BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING %
EI LESSON 3: THE WRITING BLOCK

Maferial Writing block posters. paper, and crayons

Review the wrifing block and remind students that ilustrators are wrifers, foo.
Using tThe wrifing block poster, infroduce the three parfs of the wrifing block
(minilesson, independent write, and share fime). Give students insight on each block
(minilesson- we will learn a new skil, independent write- we practice the skill, share
time- we fel our friends how we used the new skill in our writing that day.)

Model write/ilustrafe a picfure/sfory for students. Be sure fo use several colors.

Start fo add additional defails info your pictfure (ie. a nest in the tree, birds in the sky)

Writing Time

Share Time




Minilesson

Writing Time

Share Time




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING %
(J LESSON H: DRAWING STICKS, CIRCLES, AND BOXES

d  Maferial Nof a Sfick, alfernatfe book that has strong illustrafions with sficks, circles,
or boxes, postfer, paper, crayons
Review the wrifing block and remind sfudents that ilustrators are writers, foo.
Tntroduce the book, Not a Stick (or fext of choice). Read the text and make
connections as you read about the sfick and what it can creafe.
Fip Through the pages of the second book. Have sfudents spof sficks, circles,
and/or boxes that they see.

Model a “sfory" by ilustrafing a picture that uses sficks, circles, or boxes.
Send sfudents back to ilustrafe a picture/story.







BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING %
(J LESSON 5: LABELS, LABELS, LABLES

a

4
a
a

Material: Classroom labels, paper, and crayons

Review The wrifing block and remind sfudents that ilustrators are writers, foo.
Infroduce a *label” and expldin fo students why alabel is important (so we know
what it is and don't confuse it within something else).

Use the included classroom labels to label items around the classroom. You will
nofe That the labels contain only the first sound. This is by design as sfudents wil
most likely only be labeling one inifial sound.

Send sfudenfs of £ fo wrife/ilustrate a picfure/sfory. Encourage sfudents fo fry
and add a label to their stories. Lf they are nof able fo independently, you can
circulate and assist by stafing the initial sound repeatedly.
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BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING %
] LESSON 6: ADDING LABELS

Maferial Chak or wordless fext, post-its, paper, and crayons

Review the wrifing block and remind students that llusfraftors are wrifers, too.
Review The labels the sfudenfs assisfed you in hanging the day before.

Use the wordless fext fo show sfudenfs how labels go W I TH their illustrations. Flip
through the wordless fext and use post-it notes fo label items on each page.
Model writing/ilustrating a story/picfure with the studenfs. Ilustrate your enfire
story and then label I-Z ifems in The sfory. (Teacher preference fo label with a
crayon or pencil at this point.)

Send studenfs of £ fo wrife/ilustrate a picfure/story. Encourage studenfs to try
and add a label o their sfories.

Types of Stories

G

t

Kit




Types of Stories




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING %
1 LESSON 7: MY PENCIL

Maferial Chak or wordless fext, post-ifs, paper, pencils, and crayons

Review the wrifing block and remind students that llusfraftors are wrifers, too.
Review The labels the sfudenfs assisfed you in adding fo the wordless fext.
Introduce the pencil by modeling how to hold the pendil, the three jobs of a pendi,
and when fo use a pencil (we don't color with the pencil, efc.).

Model writing/ilustrating a story/picfure with the studenfs. Ilustrate your enfire
story and then label I-Z ifems in The sfory. Use your pencil fo mcke the labels. (This

will help studenfs see the role of crayons vs. pencils.)
Send studenfs of £ fo wrife/ilustrate a picfure/story. Encourage studenfs to try
and add a label to their sfories using their pencil.

MY PencCil|(MY PENCil

can do many things

@ write words (
@ tap words é
@ fix-up words \.




M3 PENCIL

can do many things

@ write words







BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING %
(] LESSON 8: LABELING YOURSELF

Maferial paper, pencils, and crayons

Review the wrifing block and remind students that ilusfrators are wrifers, foo.
Review the jobs of a pencil.

Infroduce placing additional labels info their sfories. Model wrifing a
story/ilustration for the sfudents. Tlustrate lofs of defdils in the story. As you
llustrate, fell students where your sfory is, who is tThere, what you see while youre
there, and how you (your characters) are feeling. Add 4-5 labels info the story.
Send sfudents of £ To write/llustrate a picture/story. Encourage stfudents fo add
labels fo their stories using their pencil. Stfudents will label themselves in the sfory.

@® Who is there?
@® Where are you?
@ What do you see?

2% | @ How do you feel?




DELS:

@ Who is there?

@® Where are you?

@® What do you see?
@® How do you feel?




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING %
] LESSON 9: PICTURE BOOKS

Maferial picture booklefs, pencils, and crayons

Review the wrifing block and remind students that ilusfrators are wrifers, foo.
Review The jobs of a pencil and crayons.

Tel students that foday they will be writing their very first book (just lke the
authors/ilustrafors that have heard you read this year). Show students the picture
booklet you have created for them (stapled sef of paper). Tell students that they
wil write a sfory across the pages. Model wrifing a sfory in your story booklet.

Pick a fopic that lends itself like the first day or school or anofher event that has
occurred af school. You will want a fopic the sfudenfs can relate fo.

Send studenfs of £ fo write/ilustrate their first picture booklet.

Make this a big deal and celebrafe their success. For example,

invitfe staff members in fo hear their sfory booklets. Display

the booklets and don't forget fo call your students authors WS

and illustrators. This is dll about getfing sfudenfs fo buy-in

fo tThe wrifing block and forming a love of writing.
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BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
] LESSON 10: LETTERS MAKE WORDS

O Material chart paper

Review the wrifing block and remind sfudenfs that

llustraftors are writers, too.

Review the jobs of a pencil and crayons.

Tell stfudents that foday they will be assisting you £ :
in writing words. (Make a BIG deal about this step.) \\\ /'\/\ (

Setf up your chart paper fo mafch below.
c h Q  Ask, “Are these words?” .

u o ‘No, these are letters.”

O To make a word we must
have lefters gef fogether,
making Thelr sounds.

Q
Q
Q
Q

Let's make this word, cat. /c/, /a/, /1/. What letter is speling
the /k/ sound? /a/ sound? /1/? sound. That's right the
letfers c, a, T are working fogefher fo make the word caf.

(Write the leffers fo spell the word.)
Confinue with the words mom and sun. - -
Take time fo nofe spacing of words ¢ a fis not caf.

r—g p—_




BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
] FINAL THOUGHTS

J “llustration fime”

d Have fun!

d Model, model, model

0 Choose your paper style (Ioose
eaf or journdl, porfrait or

andscape, lines or no lines)

4 Find a program that youre
comforiable. If it doesn't
chadllenge you, if's not going o

chdllenge the kids either. However,

it you don't understand i, They
won't either! Happy medium!
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BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: WRITING
WRITING RESOURCES
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/KinderWriting-Kindergarten-Writing-Curriculum-Units-BUNDLED-3349340
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/FirstieWriting-First-Grade-and-Second-Grade-Writing-Curriculum-Units-3964780

Professional Development Cerfificafte

Presented on
to

(Parficipant)

This participant attended a one hour webinar course which included discussions, best practices,
and teaching methods for implementing writing in the primary classroom.
Congratulations!

" Litde MAdSaeork LLC

littlemindsatworkllc@gmail.com
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(Participant Signature)




