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BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

❑Defining the PURPOSE aka mission of 
literacy centers for YOU the teacher and 
the STUDENTS!

❑Think the end-- then work backwards! 
(Guided Reading, even if you are a month 
or two out. This is the mission!)

❑Repeating that mission and or goal 
back to the students repeatedly! (We 
must give them a ‘job’ or ‘mission’ for 
this time of the day. 



BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

❑Are you ready for blast off? What does 
it mean to be independent? (role play)

❑Why do students struggle with 
independent times of the day?

❑What can we do? Help, model, and 
retrain this idea or mission to 
independence

• Some students are afraid to try it on their own.
• Some students are “trained” dependents.
• Some students are obstinate and “just don’t want to”.

FREE FILE



Mission to
independence

©Tara West



BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

❑I JUST CAN’T “TRUST” THEM TO DO THEIR 
JOBS AT CENTERS

❑They’ll still need me for x, y, and z

❑I don’t have aides or help

❑There will be behaviors that interfere 
with their independence

YEAH, YEAH. BLAH, BLAH......



BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

❑Safe

❑Nurturing

❑Affirmations

❑Positive

❑Self awareness FREE FILE

How is the setup of your  literacy centers 
“safe” when it comes to the “yes” vs. “no”

What makes a happy teacher during centers?
What makes happy students during center?

We are kind to one another, we listen to one another, we share, and we consider others’ opinions/thoughts

Are we asking students to think of their 
personal affirmation during centers?

For those that need redirects we can restate these affirmations instead of the typical “don’ts” or “try it again”

positive SHOUT-OUTS
GENERAL POSITIVE VIBES ONLY FROM YOU

Teach students to be aware of 
Themselves & others actually



Mission: Class Pact
We are kind to one another.

We listen to one another.

We share with one another.

We consider the thoughts
and opinions of one another.

©Tara West



I always try my
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BETTER 
I am getting 

every day of the week

©Tara West



I always take my
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FRIEND 
I am an amazing

©Tara West



CAPABLE 
I am

of doing BIG things
©Tara West



QUALITY 
is the only way

©Tara West



Disclosure

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers



Disclosure (contd)

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

❑Independent reading (and or 
classroom library)
❑Chosen centers are up to YOU
❑Independent vs group work 

is also up to you



First week

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

FREE FILE

❑Define “stamina”
❑Teach the three ways to read a book
❑Practice independent reading
❑Define the students’ mission during 

independent reading
❑Define the teacher’s mission during 

independent reading
❑“Filling” the remainder of your literacy 

center block
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→ Introduce students to the 
literacy center block
→ Define the mission for you 
and the students at center 
time (Students- independence 

Teacher- Working with kids)
→ Define stamina (to get 
stronger) and present the 
stamina poster

→ Introduce how to read a 
book by the pictures
→ Read a wordless text by 
reading the pictures
→ Reread the wordless book 

with the students assisting the 
retell
→ Rephrase that students 
can read the pictures

→ Introduce students to their 
independent book boxes
→ Students will scatter around 
the classroom or be in an 
assigned spot

→ Students will read (pictures) 
to build 1 minute of stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (1-2 minutes)

→ Preload student book boxes 
with 1-2 books in each
→ Instructional video HERE
→ Stamina poster, 3 Ways to 
Read a Book poster, and 

Independent Reading poster
→ Wordless text or text that 
lends itself to reading with 
pictures ie. Good Dog, Carl
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→ Review the mission for the 
literacy center block
→ Review building stamina
→ Introduce students to the 5 
“rules” of independent reading 
(Read the whole time, read 
quietly, stay in one spot, read 
the whole time)
→ Review reading the pictures

→ Introduce how to read a 
book by retell
→ Read a well-known 
children’s book that lends 
itself to rhythm and retell
→ Reread the text with the 
students assisting in the retell
→ Rephrase that students 
can retell stories or read the 
pictures

→ Review book boxes
→ Role play how to access 
the book boxes
→ Role play finding a spot and 
staying and reading quietly
→ Students will read (retell) 
stories to build 2-3 minutes of 
stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students

→ Mix up the books in each 
book box so students have 
“new” books to read
→ Instructional video HERE
→ Stamina poster, 3 Ways to 
Read a Book poster, and 
Independent Reading poster
→ Book that lends itself to easy 
retell ie. Brown Bear or Blue 
Cat
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→ Review the mission for the 
literacy center block
→ Review building stamina
→ Review the 5 “rules” of 
independent reading
→ Review reading the pictures 
and reading by retelling the 
story

→ Introduce how to read a 
book by reading the words
→ Read an easy reader that 
has very simple text
→ Reread the text with the 
students assisting in the retell
→ Rephrase that students 
can read the words in stories

→ Review accessing book 
boxes
→ Role play getting started 
right away and reading the 
whole time
→ Students will read stories to 
build 4-5 minutes of stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students

→ Mix up the books in each 
book box so students have 
“new” books to read
→ Stamina poster, 3 Ways to 
Read a Book poster, and 
Independent Reading poster
→ Book that lends itself to easy 
reading ie. Big Shark, Little 
Shark

D
a
y
 4

→ Review the mission for the 
literacy center block
→ Review building stamina
→ Review the 5 “rules” of 
independent reading
→ Review the three ways to 
read a book

→ Role play with a student 
start to finish of reading 
independently (access book 
bin, find a spot quickly, get 
started right away, read the 
whole time, and read 
quietly)
→ As the teacher, role play 
the “wrong way”

→ Students will read stories to 
build 6-7 minutes of stamina 
using and of the three ways to 
read a book
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students
→ After charting stamina, 
review positives and 
reteaching you saw 

→ Mix up the books in each 
book box so students have 
“new” books to read
→ Stamina poster, 3 Ways to 
Read a Book poster, and 
Independent Reading poster
→ Literacy Centers 
expectations poster HERE

D
a
y
 5

→ Review the mission for the 
literacy center block
→ Review building stamina
→ Review the 5 “rules” of 
independent reading
→ Review the three ways to 
read a book

→ Role play with a student 
start to finish of reading 
independently (access book 
bin, find a spot quickly, get 
started right away, read the 
whole time, and read 
quietly)
→ As the teacher, role play 
the “wrong way”

→ Students will read stories to 
build 8-10 minutes of stamina 
using and of the three ways to 
read a book
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students
→ After charting stamina, 
review positives and 
reteaching you saw 

→ Mix up the books in each 
book box so students have 
“new” books to read
→ Stamina poster, 3 Ways to 
Read a Book poster, and 
Independent Reading poster
→ Literacy Centers 
expectations poster HERE

Literacy Centers (Independent Reading)

“I Do”

Week 1

“We Do” “You Do”

“I Do”

“I Do”

“I Do”

“I Do”

“We Do”

“We Do”

“We Do”

“We Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

Teacher 
Resources

https://vimeo.com/167665855
https://vimeo.com/167666512/65812ee660
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx1AOaFfg51BZkR3UllqaXl1WGc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx1AOaFfg51BZkR3UllqaXl1WGc/view


INDEPENDENT

Students Teacher

1. Build stamina
2. Read the whole time
3. Read quietly
4. Stay in one spot
5. Get started right away

1. Work with students

©Tara West



STAMINA 

©Tara West
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WAYS TO READ A

3
Read the pictures. Retell the pages. Read the words.

I see the cat. I see the mouse.Ken and Billy are
playing.

Billy has a big
snowball.

©Tara West



Read the PICTURES

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

https://www.amazon.com/Good-Dog-Carl-Classic-Board/dp/0689807481/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=good+dog+carl&qid=1563174115&s=gateway&sr=8-3


Read the words

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

https://www.amazon.com/Shark-Little-Step-into-Reading/dp/0399557288/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZY3Y4H3MGLOU&keywords=big+shark+little+shark+book&qid=1563174128&s=gateway&sprefix=big+shark+%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1


RETELL A STORY

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

https://vimeo.com/167665855


First week

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers



“Filling” the remainder of your literacy center block

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

Blog post

https://littlemindsatwork.org/explore-tubs-freebies/


“Filling” the remainder of your literacy center block

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Alphabet-Curriculum-4618926


second week

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

❑Review the students’ mission during 
independent reading

❑review the teacher’s mission during 
independent reading

❑Continue building “stamina”
❑Practice independent reading
❑Introduce writing
❑Start two rounds of centers
❑“Filling” the remainder of your literacy 

center block
FREE FILE
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→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Start the writing center 
chart
→ Add building writing 
stamina and write the 
whole time to the chart
→ Role play writing on a 
paper the whole time 
(tracing, coloring, adding 
to the back of the paper)

→ Introduce students to their 
writing folders or the writing 
center
→ Students will scatter around the 
classroom or be in an assigned 
spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (4-5) minutes)

→ Preload student writing 
folders with 1-2 sheets OR pass 
out 1-2 sheets of paper to 
each student during the 
independent writings stamina 
building
→ Instructional video HERE
→ Stamina poster and Writing 
Center poster
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→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review writing center
→ Review writing stamina 
and write the whole time
→ Add get started on 
writing right away to the 
chart
→ Role play how to get 
started writing right away 
for students

→ Review writing folders or the 
writing center
→ Students will scatter around the 
classroom or be in an assigned 
spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (5-6) minutes)

→ Preload student writing 
folders with 1-2 sheets OR pass 
out 1-2 sheets of paper to 
each student during the 
independent writings stamina 
building
→ Instructional video HERE
→ Stamina poster and Writing 
Center poster

D
a
y
 3

→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review writing center
→ Review writing stamina, 
write the whole time, and 
get started writing right 
away
→ Add write quietly to the 
chart
→ Role play how to write 
quietly for the students

→ Review writing folders or the 
writing center
→ Students will scatter around the 
classroom or be in an assigned 
spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (6-7) minutes)

→ Preload student writing 
folders with 1-2 sheets OR pass 
out 1-2 sheets of paper to 
each student during the 
independent writings stamina 
building
→ Instructional video HERE
→ Stamina poster and Writing 
Center poster

D
a
y
 4

→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review writing center
→ Review writing stamina, 
write the whole time, get 
started writing right away, 
and write quietly
→ Add stay in one place 
to the chart
→ Role play how to stay in 
one place for students

→ Review writing folders or the 
writing center
→ Students will scatter around the 
classroom or be in an assigned 
spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (7-8) minutes)

→ Preload student writing 
folders with 1-2 sheets OR pass 
out 1-2 sheets of paper to 
each student during the 
independent writings stamina 
building
→ Instructional video HERE
→ Stamina poster and Writing 
Center poster

D
a
y
 5

→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review writing center
→ Review the writing 
center anchor chart
→ Role play the correct 
and incorrect way to do 
their job at the writing 
center

→ Review writing folders or the i
writing center
→ Students will scatter around the 
classroom or be in an assigned 
spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (9-10) minutes)

→ Preload student writing 
folders with 1-2 sheets OR pass 
out 1-2 sheets of paper to 
each student during the 
writing stamina building
→ Instructional video HERE
→ Stamina poster and Writing 
Center poster

Literacy Centers (Reading & Writing)

“I Do”

Week 2

“You Do”

Round 2

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“I Do”

“I Do”

“I Do”

“I Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

Teacher 
Resources

Round 1

https://vimeo.com/167666807
https://vimeo.com/167666807
https://vimeo.com/167666807
https://vimeo.com/167666807
https://vimeo.com/167666807


Students Teacher

1. Build stamina
2. Write the whole time
3. Write quietly
4. Stay in one spot
5. Get started right away

1. Work with students

WRITING

©Tara West
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second week

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

Reviewing independent reading for week 2

https://vimeo.com/348094051


second week

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

Introducing writing center

https://vimeo.com/167666807


second week

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx1AOaFfg51BVTVSQkR0XzBkc28/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx1AOaFfg51BMjhncWFSUUdIcVU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/INSTANT-Writing-Center-4271891


“Filling” the remainder of your literacy center block

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Introducing-Students-to-Guided-Reading-whole-group-approach-1328738


“Filling” the remainder of your literacy center block

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Introducing-Students-to-Guided-Reading-whole-group-approach-1328738
https://vimeo.com/348094336


third week

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

❑Review the students’ mission during 
independent reading

❑review the teacher’s mission during 
independent reading

❑Continue building “stamina”
❑Practice independent reading
❑practice writing center
❑Introduce word work
❑Start three rounds of centers
❑“Filling” the remainder of your literacy 

center block
FREE FILE
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→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 

independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the writing center
→ Students will scatter around 
the classroom or be in an 

assigned spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Start word work chart
→ Add build word work 
stamina and work the 

whole time to the chart
→ Role play working the 
whole time on the chart 
(Playing each center, 
playing the center more 
than once, swapping 
out center baskets)

→ Students will scatter 
around the classroom or 
be in an assigned spot

→ Students will work on 
a task for the entire 
round (dough, 
sequencing, puzzles)
→ Chart the stamina 
met by students 
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y
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→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the writing center
→ Students will scatter around 
the classroom or be in an 
assigned spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review word work
→ Review word work 
stamina and working the 
whole time
→ Add get started right 
away to the chart
→ Role play how to get 
started right away for 
students

→ Students will scatter 
around the classroom or 
be in an assigned spot
→ Students will work on 
a task for the entire 
round (dough, 
sequencing, puzzles)
→ Chart the stamina 
met by students

D
a
y
 3

→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the writing center
→ Students will scatter around 
the classroom or be in an 
assigned spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review word work
→ Review word work 
stamina, work the whole 
time, and get started 
right away
→ Add work quietly to 
the chart
→ Role play work quietly 
for the students

→ Students will scatter 
around the classroom or 
be in an assigned spot
→ Students will work on 
a task for the entire 
round (dough, 
sequencing, puzzles)
→ Chart the stamina 
met by students

D
a
y
 4

→ Review rules for 
independent reading

→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the writing center
→ Students will scatter around 

the classroom or be in an 
assigned spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review word work
→ Review word work 

stamina, work the whole 
time, get started right 
away, and quietly
→ Add stay in one place 
to the chart
→ Role play how to stay 
in one place for students

→ Students will scatter 
around the classroom or 

be in an assigned spot
→ Students will work on 
a task for the entire 
round (dough, 
sequencing, puzzles)
→ Chart the stamina 
met by students

D
a
y
 5

→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the writing center
→ Students will scatter around 
the classroom or be in an 
assigned spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review word work
→ Review the word work 
center anchor chart
→ Role play the correct 
and incorrect way to do 
their job at the word 
work center

→ Students will scatter 
around the classroom or 
be in an assigned spot
→ Students will work on 
a task for the entire 
round (dough, 
sequencing, puzzles)
→ Chart the stamina 
met by students 

Literacy Centers (Reading, Writing, Word Work)

“I Do”

Week 3

“You Do”

Round 2

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“I Do”

“I Do”

“I Do”

“I Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

Round 3

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

Round 1



Students Teacher

1. Build stamina
2. Work the whole time
3. Work quietly
4. Stay in one spot
5. Get started right away

1. Work with students

WORD WORK

©Tara West



fourth week

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: literacy centers

❑Review the students’ mission during 
independent reading

❑review the teacher’s mission during 
independent reading

❑Continue building “stamina”
❑Practice independent reading
❑practice writing
❑Practice word work
❑Start four rounds of centers
❑Intro remaining centers (1 per day)

FREE FILE
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→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the writing center
→ Students will scatter around 
the classroom or be in an 
assigned spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the word work 
center
→ Students will work on a 
task for the entire round 
(dough, sequencing, 
puzzles)
→ Chart the stamina 
met by students 

→ Model the center of 
choice
→ Create a matching 
anchor chart for the 
center
→ Review the center 
rules
→ Rotate students 
across several centers
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→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the writing center
→ Students will scatter around 
the classroom or be in an 
assigned spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the word work 
center
→ Students will work on a 
task for the entire round 
(dough, sequencing, 
puzzles)
→ Chart the stamina 
met by students 

→ Model the center of 
choice
→ Create a matching 
anchor chart for the 
center
→ Review the center 
rules
→ Rotate students 
across several centers

D
a
y
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→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the writing center
→ Students will scatter around 
the classroom or be in an 
assigned spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the word work 
center
→ Students will work on a 
task for the entire round 
(dough, sequencing, 
puzzles)
→ Chart the stamina 
met by students 

→ Model the center of 
choice
→ Create a matching 
anchor chart for the 
center
→ Review the center 
rules
→ Rotate students 
across several centers

D
a
y
 4

→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the writing center
→ Students will scatter around 
the classroom or be in an 
assigned spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the word work 
center
→ Students will work on a 
task for the entire round 
(dough, sequencing, 
puzzles)
→ Chart the stamina 
met by students 

→ Model the center of 
choice
→ Create a matching 
anchor chart for the 
center
→ Review the center 
rules
→ Rotate students 
across several centers

D
a
y
 5

→ Review rules for 
independent reading
→ Role play reading 
independent the right way
→ Send students off to read 
and build stamina
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the writing center
→ Students will scatter around 
the classroom or be in an 
assigned spot
→ Students will write the whole 
time with 1 sheet of paper
→ Chart the stamina met by 
students (10+ minutes)

→ Review the word work 
center
→ Students will work on a 
task for the entire round 
(dough, sequencing, 
puzzles)
→ Chart the stamina 
met by students 

→ Model the center of 
choice
→ Create a matching 
anchor chart for the 
center
→ Review the center 
rules
→ Rotate students 
across several centers

Literacy Centers (Reading, Writing, Word Work, Technology)Week 4

“You Do”

Round 1 Round 2

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

Round 3

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

“You Do”

Round 4



TECHNOLOGY

Students Teacher

1. Build stamina
2. Work the whole time
3. Work quietly
4. Stay in one spot
5. Get started right away

1. Work with students

©Tara West



fourth week
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Practice round for literacy centers

https://vimeo.com/348093514


fourth week
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Checking in between rounds

https://vimeo.com/348093798


Literacy centers first month recap
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CENTER TIME ROTATIONS
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❑WORK BACKWARDS TO DECIDE ROTATION TIMES
❑BUILD CHECK-INS INTO THE ROUNDS
❑Brain breaks (check-ins) 
❑Build in a Solid “send-off”
❑Build in a solid “wrap-up”
❑Pits and peaks
❑Check-ins with quick flashes
❑Choose a rotation of choice



CENTER TIME ROTATIONS
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❑Send off
❑Rotation 1
❑Back to carpet to check in
❑Rotation 2
❑Back to carpet to check in
❑Rotation 3
❑Wrap-up & share

* Insert additional rounds as needed
* Benefits of coming back to the carpet--- is it a waste of time? FREE FILE



Let’s chat rotation boards 
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FREE FILE

1

2

3



Let’s chat rotation boards 
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FREE FILE

Round 1



Let’s try it out!
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FREE FILE



Reading Writing

Technology Word Work



Buddy Reading Pocket Chart

Interactive 
Board

Computer



Listening I-Pads

Phonics Poetry



Fluency Library

Phonics Poetry



Tablets Alphabet

Write the Room Explore



Sensory Table Big Books

Games Art



Blocks Puzzles

Sight Words Dramatic Play



Vocabulary Math

Reader’s Theater Magnets



Stamping Dough

Guided Reading QR Codes



Teacher Teacher

Teacher Teacher



...
Center time has started

3, 2, 1

©Tara West



CENTER TIME CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT
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FREE FILE



and then me
Ask 3
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Center Time
Technician

Center Time
Technician
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Technician

Center Time
Technician

Center Time
Technician

Center Time
Technician
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Signal
Restroom
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CENTER TIME CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT
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TURN IN BASKET 
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organization
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FREE FILE
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Aug. Sept.

Oct. Nov.
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Dec. Jan.

Feb. Mar.
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Apr. May

June July
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Literacy Center Resources
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Thematic-Writing-Center-Kindergarten-and-First-Grade-3737592
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Thematic-Writing-Center-EXTENSION-RESOURCE-Packet-K-2-3845333


Literacy Center Resources
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Here

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Thematic-Writing-Center-Kindergarten-and-First-Grade-3737592
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/KinderWriting-Kindergarten-Writing-Curriculum-Units-BUNDLED-3349340
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fKcKkEgnQUPgfnHEVJi9yb-RHUHOAU-9/view?usp=sharing


Literacy Center Resources
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Literacy Center Resources
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Thematic-Writing-Center-Kindergarten-and-First-Grade-3737592
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Thematic-Writing-Center-EXTENSION-RESOURCE-Packet-K-2-3845333


Literacy Center Resources
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fall-2019-VIP-BUNDLE-4666665


Literacy Center Resources
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fall-2019-VIP-BUNDLE-4666665


Literacy Center Resources
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Alphabet-Curriculum-4618926


Literacy Center Resources
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#1: Alphabet
#2: Rhyming
#3: Beginning sounds
#4: CVC Words

#5: Syllables
#6: Onset and Rime
#7: Initial Sounds
#8 Medial Sounds

#9: Ending Sounds
#10: Long Vowels
#11: Digraphs
#12: Initial Blends

#13: Vowel Pairs
#14: R Controlled
#15: CVCC Words

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/BASIC-Literacy-Centers-Bundle-3422575


Literacy Center Resources
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Pocket-Chart-Centers-BUNDLED-4402004


Professional Development Certificate

(Participant)

Little Minds at Work LLC

littlemindsatworkllc@gmail.com

This participant attended a one hour webinar course which included discussions, best practices, 
and teaching methods for implementing literacy centers in the primary classroom.

Congratulations!

Tara West, mbr
(Participant Signature)

Presented on _____________

to



Freebies download and contact information

BACK TO SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Contact: littlemindsatworkLLC@gmail.com

http://bit.ly/btslitcenters








